
Shernoff Bidart Echeverria LLP: Firm Profile

Firm Statistics

Established: 1975

Offices: 3

Partners: 4

Attorneys: 10
Paralegals: 10

Support Staff: 30

Areas of Practice 

SBE is the nation’s foremost authority on bad faith insurance litigation, including HMO litigation, property/casualty, health & disability, auto, life, etc. The firm also handles catastrophic personal injury and major medical malpractice matters.

Landmark and Noteworthy Cases

For over 20 years, Shernoff Bidart Echeverria LLP has prosecuted insurance companies that take advantage of policyholders. Visit our landmark cases online at http://www.sbd-law.com/landmarkcases.php for a comprehensive look at how SBD has used bad faith law to achieve record-setting verdicts and settlements over the years.

Awards & Recognitions:

Listed in Best Lawyers in America every year since its first publication

Consumer Attorney of the Year (Consumer Attorneys of California)

The Top 100 Most Influential Lawyers in California (California Law Business)

“Key player in the national debate over patient rights” (Los Angeles Business Journal)

LA’s Top Litigators (Los Angeles Business Journal)

Top Lawyers of the Year (California Lawyer Magazine)Western State 

University College of Law Hall of Fame
Bi-Annual/Annual Seminars:
Shernoff Insurance Bad Faith Seminar, sponsored by the Rutter Group 

California Attorneys of California (CAOC)

Consumer Attorney Association of Los Angeles (CAALA)

Western Trial Lawyers Association (WTLA)

Timeline:

Over the years, the law firm of Shernoff Bidart Echeverria LLP has had many successes and defining moments. Below is a glance at some of those moments. For more information about the firm and its history, please contact Media Relations Director Jason Sanchez at jsanchez@sbd-law.com or (909) 621-4935.

1967 Plaintiff’s attorney William Shernoff joins attorney Herb Hafif in Claremont, California, and becomes a partner of Hafif & Shernoff.

1971 Shernoff files his first bad faith case on behalf of Otis Drake. The jury awards Drake his disability benefits plus $325,000 in punitive damages.

1973 Shernoff wins a record-setting $5 million punitive damages award on behalf of a disabled roofer. When the judgment is appealed, the California Supreme Court hands down a landmark decision defining the scope of bad faith causes of action. The precedent-setting ruling is the foundation of all bad faith insurance cases today. (Egan v. Mutual of Omaha)

1975 Shernoff leaves Hafif & Shernoff to start his own firm and focus on bad faith cases full-time.

1980 Along with Ralph Nader, Shernoff founds the National Insurance Consumer Organization (NICO). 

1980 Shernoff wins a $4.5 million verdict on behalf of a senior citizen who was denied a $45 medical claim. (Norman v. Colonial Penn)

1980 Shernoff represents MGM when its insurance carrier refuses to pay damages caused by a hotel fire. The resultant settlement is for $87.5 million. (MGM Grand Hotel v.AXI et al)

1986 Attorney Michael Bidart joins the Shernoff law firm and develops its HMO Litigation & Property/Casualty Department. 

1988 Attorney Frank Darras joins the firm and develops its Health & Disability Department. 

1990 Bidart reaches a $20 million settlement for local dairy farmers. (Dairy Farmers v. Knudsen Insurers)
1994 Bidart takes on healthcare reform, enabling victims of breast cancer to receive progressive treatments. (Schoenburg v. Blue Shield)

1995 Darras obtains a $2 million settlement from Amtrak and Metrolink in the wrongful death of a child, compelling the companies to improve public safety measures. (Blancarte v. Amtrak) 

1995 The American Samoan Government turns to the firm for representation in a bad faith case involving hurricane damages. The firm wins for American Samoa an $86.7 million judgment. (American Samoa Govt. v. Affiliated FM Insurance)

1995 The firm sets legal precedent when it is established for the first time that California’s Unfair Business Practices Act can be applied to the insurance industry. (Earthquake Claimants v. Homeowners Carrier)

1995 The firm achieves a $23 million settlement on behalf of victims of the 1994 Northridge earthquake.

1996 Darras is widely recognized as the nation’s foremost authority on disability insurance cases, litigating as many 60 cases at any given time.

1996 Shernoff supports the Holocaust Victims Insurance Act, which is passed by the California Legislature, allowing Holocaust victims to file claims against insurance companies until 2010.

1998 Bidart wins a $116 million verdict against Aetna. It is the largest verdict ever against an HMO. (Goodrich v. Aetna)

1999 In a confidential settlement on behalf of a disabled surgeon, Darras shows the disability insurance industry that relying on in-house doctors to decide a claim, without considering other medical evidence, may constitute insurance bad faith. (Zemel v. Provident Life & Accident Insurance Co.)

2000 Shernoff settles life insurance lawsuits against European insurers on behalf of Holocaust survivors and their families. It is the first time ever that Holocaust-era insurance suits are successfully resolved.

2002 Shernoff’s unprecedented success in settling Holocaust-era cases helps lead to a $5 billion settlement compensating Holocaust victims for unpaid insurance benefits, dormant bank deposits and slave labor. SBD is among the counsel involved in this monumental and historic settlement.

2003  Shernoff continues to represent Holocaust victims pursuing claims for life insurance benefits. The cases are consolidated in Federal Court and handled by the Shernoff Holocaust team, which includes attorney Lisa Stern of Los Angeles.

